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Introduction
Fluent reading depends on both incremental processing, in which meaning is activated and sculpted as the text unfolds; and Fluent reading depends on both incremental processing, in which meaning is activated and sculpted as the text unfolds; and 

segmental processing, in which concepts are integrated and the message-level representation is consolidated. Behaviorally, 
segmentation is reflected in prolonged reading times on words at syntactic boundaries, a phenomenon called “wrap-up” (Just 
& Carpenter, 1980). Previous literature has shown a predictive relationship between wrap-up time and text memory among 
proficient readers (Payne & Stine-Morrow, 2016; Stine-Morrow et al., 2008; Stine-Morrow & Payne, 2015), suggesting that 
conceptual integration supports good text memorconceptual integration supports good text memory. Little is known, however, about these processes among adults with 
underdeveloped literacy skills, which is a barrier to the creation of effective reading instruction for this population (NRC, 2012). 
Lower literacy adult readers can experience difficulty rapidly using context information to detect the semantic fit of a word (Ng 
et al., 2017), suggesting that their conceptual integration may be impaired. To test this idea, we examined wrap-up patterns and 
recall in a self-paced reading task. 

Model 1
Q: How sensitive were adults with different literacy skills to word-level 
and text-level features?
Findings: Adults with lower levels of literacy skill were more sensitive to 
word-level features but less sensitive to text-level features.

Conclusion
• In an absolute sense, low-literacy adults are sensitive to word-level and text-level features 
when reading texts appropriate to their skill level.
• However, compared to adults with well-developed reading skills, they spend disproportionate 
resources on word-level features and relatively less on conceptual integration.
•• Difficulties with decoding and lexical retrieval may consume attentional resources, which 
impairs allocation of resources to text-level features.
• Low-literacy adults appeared to be able to achieve better text memory by allocating differen-
tially more resources to lexical elaboration and conceptual integration.


